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Abstract   We know that children who were born profoundly deaf have much difficulty to 
learn to speak English or Japanese. But is it possible that profoundly deaf children 
learn to read written English or Japanese? Some researchers mention that early 
exposure to fingerspelling actually helps deaf children become better readers. Then I 
tried to find the reason why fingerspelling helps deaf children develop their reading 
ability and examined how to develop deaf children’s reading ability with 
fingerspelling. I concluded that fingerspelling is not an alphabet spelling but a sort of 
sign language for deaf children and they can master fingerspelled expressions as their 
native language which means a naturally effortlessly acquired language. 
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Despite their limitations, many deaf people master 
reading without knowing sound. ..... Some researchers 
argue that deaf children who are experienced with sign 
language learn to read by associating printed words with 















For instance, Klima and Bellugi(1979) found that the 
deaf have difficulty differentiating between written 
sentences containing dissimilar words whose signed 






These results show that highly developed sign language 
skill is related to high levels of reading achievement in 
deaf individuals for whom sign language is a primary 
means of communication. Spoken language is not the 


















ると述べる。論文のタイトル（“Learning to Fingerspell 






The child might be able to understand the 
fingerspelled word in a signed sentence, but the skill of 
writing it down in English is related to reading 
ability.(p.198) 
 






To understand the role of fingerspelling in language 
acquisition and later literacy, it is important to 
understand how fingerspelling is naturally acquired by 






Young deaf children do not pay attention to the 
execution of each individual handshape in the given 
fingerspelled word. Instead they perceive fingerspelled 





Typically fingerspelling and American Sign Language 
acquisition occurs simultaneously. (p.5) A unique feature 
of American Sign Language is how fingerspelling 







Deaf families fingerspell to their children when they 
are very young. Early exposure to fingerspelling helps 
these children become better readers. Fingerspelling 
facilitates English vocabulary growth, and larger the 
lexicon, the faster new vocabulary is learned.(p.1)  
To understand the role of fingerspelling in language 
acquisition and later literacy, it is important to 
understand how fingerspelling is naturally acquired by 
deaf and hard of hearing children with deaf families. 
This early visual language development in deaf children 
is similar to early spoken language development in 


























































A言語  ⇔ 媒体(共通点) ⇔  B言語 
英語   ⇔ 音声 ⇔  日本語 
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